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GETS BIGGEST CHILD ROLE ON BROADWAY 


In his third trip to Broadway, Josh White, Jr., 11-year- 
old son of folk singer Josh White, has landed the biggest 
role ever given a Negro child actor. Starring in the play 
Touchstone with Evelyn Ellis (c.) and Ossie Davis .(r.), 


Josh, Jr. portrays the part of Jimmy Clay,.a Negro boy 
who convinces townspeople that a miracle urred 
after he sees a vision of God in a pool of wa pp 
is set for a February opening. (See “Entertainment.”) 
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NATIONAL REPORT 


U. S. Court Upholds D. C. Cafe Jim Crow 

Barring of Negroes in Washington, D. C., res- 
taurants was ruled legal by the U. S. Court of Ap- 
peals. By a 5-to-4 decision in a case involving a 
Thompson’s restaurant, the court upheld segregation 
and said that laws of 1873 which bar Jim Crow are 
now invalid. 

District Commissioners promptly decided to appeal 
the verdict to the Supreme Court and considered 
passing a police regulation that would force all res- 

taurants to serve Negroes. 

'. The appeals court said it was ruling solely on the 
\validity of the anti-segregation laws passed by the 
legislative assembly, D. C. governing body years ago, 
and not on the wisdom of Jim Crow policy. The case 
was brought before the court by district commission- 
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ers after a John R. Thompson restaurant refused to serve 
three Negroes in 1950. They were: Rev. Arthur Elmes of 
the People’s Congregational Church; Mary Church Ter- 
rell, former D.C. board of education member; and Essie 
Thompson, government employe. 

The municipal court of appeals ruled 2 to 1 that the 
1873 law was valid and the case went to the US. court. 
The Federal appeals court held that since the law was 
unenforced for 78 years, decision to enforce it now was 
“a decisive of legislative character” reflecting a “social 


policy which is now correct.” The majority opinion also 


held that the old law “limited the freedom of the restau- 
rant keeper in the use of his property.” 

A National Restaurant Association official admitted 
that most of Washington’s restaurants bar Negroes, then 
added: “But there are a large number of good colored 
restaurants operated by colored people.” 

Mary Church Terrell issued a statement in behalf of 
the Committee for Enforcement of D.C. Anti-Discrimina- 
tion Laws which called the decision “a tragedy for the 
United States.” She added: “The fourth-fifths of the 
world’s population who are colored people will be 
shocked.” The Federation of Civic Associations demanded 
a Supreme Court review of the case, called the ruling 
“surprisingly fuzzy and unrealistic.” 





Pickets march in front of Washington restaurant. 
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Taft Promises Square Deal To Negroes Under GOP 
Senate Majority leader Robert A. Taft promised a 
“square deal” for Negroes under the new Republican ad- 
ministration. Speaking at a Washington hotel breakfast 
fer Negro GOP leaders on the day after President Eisen- 
hower’s inauguration, the Ohio Senator expressed his 
belief that Ike will fulfill all the promises made in the 
party platform to wipe out racial discrimination in gov- 
ernment. He charged that the Democrats were long on 
promises and short on action on minority problems. 

The breakfast was sponsored by the Pittsburgh Courier, 
only big Negro newspaper to back Eisenhower. Courier 
managing editor William G. Nunn presented a plaque 
to Val Washington for his work in campaigning for 
Eisenhower. Washington declared that Republicans won 
only 30 per cent of the Negro vote 
because the Democrats had been in 
power 20 years and the GOP had 
nothing to fight with but promises. 
The head of the GOP minorities 
section predicted that Negroes 
would return to the GOP fold after 
four years of Republican adminis- 
tration. 

Negro GOP leaders organized a 
National Conference of Republican 
Leaders during their stay in Wash- 
ington. Elected chairman was P. G. ~~ 
Porter of Abilene, Kan. Sen. Robert A. Taft 





Philadelphia Magistrate Faces Prison Sentence 

The Pennsylvania Superior Court upheld the 1950 con- 
viction of Philadelphia Negro Magistrate Ralph F. Knox 
for signing three bad bail bonds. He was ordered to 
vacate his office and faces a three-month prison sentence 
plus $500 fine. A 51-year-o}d Democrat, Knox had appealed 
conviction by a lower court. He blamed misguidance by 
a clerk, plus lack of magistrate’s knowledge for his “hon- 
est mistake.” 











HOW NEGROES PARTICIPATED 
Negroes from all over the nation as well as local 
Washingtonians joined in the festive activities 
marking the inauguration of Dwight D. Eisenhower 
as 34th President of the United States. Here is 
how and where they joined in inaugural events: 


* Inaugural Ceremony: Noted soprano Dorothy 
Maynor sang the Star-Spangled Banner before Ike 
took the oath of office outside the Capitol building. 
She was the first Negro ever to sing at an inaugural 
ceremony. After she completed her song, Eisen- 
hower told her: “That was beautiful.” Watching the 
ceremony was Detroit’s Prophet Jones, who went to 
Washington with 24 pieces of luggage after sending 
his $15,000 beige Cadillac ahead so it would be avail- 
able to him in the capital. At the Rhode Island 
Plaza Hotel where he stayed, he objected to being 
placed on the fifth floor, said the numeral five sig- 
nified death. He was transferred to the sixth floor. 


e Inaugural Ball: Hundreds of Negroes attended 
the two balls at the National Guard Armory and 
Georgetown University auditorium (see pictures 
Page 44). Two Negro bands—Lionel Hampton and 
Noble Sissle—were among the eight bands that 
played at the affairs where Negro couples mixed 
freely on the dance floor among the biggest names 
in U. S. politics. Composer W. C. Handy played his 
St. Louis Blues and Valadia Snow sang with the 
Sissle band at the armory. The Howard University 
Choir joined in singing several numbers with Fred 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians. Most Negro guests came 
from New York, Chicago. Atlanta, Detroit and Phil- 
adelphia. The Elks had a special box. 

Handy said he came to play for the new President 
but he did not go on until 2 a.m., half an hour after 
Eisenhower had left and even most of the crowd 
had gone home. 
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IN EISENHOWER INAUGURAL 

e Inaugural Festival: Top Negro entertainers per- 
formed at the Capitol Theater and Uline Arena, 
both of which in the past have maintained Jim 
Crow. Performing were Lionel Hampton, Nicholas 
brothers and Frank Davis, who sang with Fred 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians. 


e Inaugural 
Parade: Thou- 
sands of inte- 
grated troops 
representing all 
branches of the 
armed forces 
marched down 
Pennsylvania 
Avenue in the 
44-hour parade 
from the Capi- 
tol to the White 
House. In the 
parade, too, was 
the Booker T. 
Washington 
high schoolband | 
of Norfolk, Va. 
Negro cadets 
from District of 
Columbia high 
schools also ap- 
peared. 

One of the parade spectators was 11-year-old 
schoolgirl Jean Jones of Chicago, who was invited 
to attend by Mrs. Eisenhower after the girl wrote a 
letter to the First Lady. Jean sat across from Mrs. 
Eisenhower’s reviewing stand with TV stars Jinx 
Falkenburg and Tex McCrary. 





Jean Jones Tex and Jinz 

















Dixie Solons Propose ‘Trick’ Poll Tax Bill 

Seeking to sidetrack a proposed law to outlaw the poll 
tax, 10 Southern Senators introduced a resolution call- 
ing for a constitutional amendment instead of congres- 
sional legislation to make the voting tax illegal. Sen. 
Spessard L. Holland of Florida, principal sponsor, intro- 
duced the same bill in two previous Congresses but it died 
in committee each time. Under the Southern-sponsored 
bill, 36 states would have to ratify the amendment after 
its passage by Congress. The NAACP has opposed the 
bill in the past, because it makes more difficult outlawing 
the poll tax, which is still retained in five states—Ala- 
bama, Arkansas, Mississippi, Texas and Virginia. 

Meanwhile, Sen. Hubert Humphrey (D., Minn.) re- 
ported that some Southern Senators have responded fa- 
vorably to his proposal for a presidential commission to 
survey racial discrimination. Humphrey said his proposal 
is designed as a compromise civil rights meusure. “It’s 
better to go a foot than to fail to go a mile,” he noted. 


Senator Asks Ike To Name Negro Commissioner 

The suggestion that President Eisenhower appoint a 
Negro to the board of commissioners of the District of 
Columbia to succeed F. Joseph Donohue was made to the 
Senate judiciary subcommittee by Sen. Matthew Neely 
(D., W. Va.). Donohue, president of the board, was a 
consistent foe of discrimination in the capital. 


Jim Crow Curtain Hung At Norfolk Airport Cafe 

Jim Crow was introduced for the first time at the Nor- 
folk, Va., municipal airport when a curtain was installed 
in the restaurant to segregate Negro and white patrons. 
Denied permission to dine in the section reserved for 
white patrons, a Negro couple walked out of the restau- 
rant. Gus Maroulis, restaurant president, said he received 
numerous complaints from white patrons before the cur- 
tain was hung. Because of a decrease in business and 
since there were not enough Negro patrons “to even jus- 
tify opening the doors,” Maroulis told the airport man- 
agement he would begin segregation. 
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W Chicago’s Top Grenacer: Winning out over 1,000 con- 
testants, pretty, 13-year-old Sonji Roy is crowned “Miss 
Chicago Teenager of 1953” by Billy Ward of the Dominoes. 
Attractive daughter of 26-year-old-night club singer 
Mitzie Mars was given diamond wrist watch in contest 
sponsored by disc jockey McKie Fitzhugh (1.). 


Mass. Names Negro Asst. Attorney- — 


Negro attorney Roy W. Guild of 
Cambridge was formally installed as 
an assistant attorney-general for 
Massachusetts at ceremonies in the 
State House in Boston. Guild is a for- 
mer president of the Boston NAACP 
and currently serves on the advisory 
board of the National Council of Chris- 
tians and Jews. One of his duties as 
a member of the state’s new Republi- 
can administration will be to aid in 
the investigation of Boston’s million- 
dollar Brinks express robbery. 





Roy W. Guild 








Sociologist Heads Detroit Interracial Committee 

Mrs. Beulah T. Whitby, a Negro 
sociologist and assistant director 
of the Detroit Interracial Commit- 
tee, was named to the $10,363-a- 
year post of acting director of the 
group. A veteran city civil service 
worker, she replaces George Scher- 
mer who quit the committee in 
disgust recently because he was un- 
able to get cooperation from city 
leaders in promoting better race 
relations. Beulah Whitby 


2 Dead, 69 Injured In Two School Bus Crashes 

A 10-year-old white schoolboy and 17-year-old Negro 
student driver were killed and 69 pupils injured in school 
bus crashes in South Carolina and Virginia. On a foggy 
highway near Manning, S. C., an empty bus driven by 
Will A. Lemon collided with a bus carrying 43 white chil- 
dren and their 17-year-old driver. Negro driver Lemon 
and one white youth died, 43 were injured. At Lynch- 
burg, Va., 25 Negro high school pupils were injured—two 
seriously—when their bus plunged down an embankment. 


Howard May Hand Out GOP Patronage In Miss. 
In Washington, Perry Howard, 
Negro Republican national commit- 
teeman from Mississippi, said he 
“assumes” he will have a voice in 
any patronage his state gets from 
the Eisenhower administration. His 
assumption was based on results of 
a meeting between Eisenhower and 
three GOP Senate leaders. The sen- 
ators said state party officials would 
be consulted on patronage in states 
which do not have a Republican 
senator. An attorney, Howard said 
he was not seeking a job for himself. “I have had the 
honor- to be asked what I wanted but I declined.” 






Perry Howard 
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A Slip Of The Lip: Defense Secretary Charles E. Wilson 
(c.) enjoys a hearty chuckle with Jackie Robinson after 
Wilson made a slip of the tongue in accepting the 1952 
George Washington Carver Memorial Institute Award in 
New York. Mrs. Wilson, however, hurriedly covered her 
mouth in embarrassment. 


All-Negro Town Gets $1,135,000 RFC Loan 


The all-Negro town of Robbins, IIl., received a $1,135,- 
000 loan from the Reconstruction Finance Corp. to mod- 
ernize its sewer and water system. The town is a Chi- 

cago suburb. 


Car Plunges Into Swollen Miss. Creek, 4 Drown 


Three men and a woman drowned when their automo- 
bile skidded and plunged into a rain-swollen creek near 
Forest, Miss. Victims were Claude Walton, 30, Korean 
war veteran; Edgar Smith, 24, sawmill worker; Willie 
Flowers, 23, truck driver; and Martha Evans Qualls, 21. 
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Doctor’s Plea For Negro Homes Cheered By Texans 


In Dallas, a mixed crowd of whites and Negroes ap- | 


plauded as Dr. J. O. Chisum, a Negro optometrist, called 
for votes against a $12,500,000 airport bond election, 
which, if passed, would result in loss of homes for 4,000 
Negroes. At the meeting of the Shorecrest Civic and Im- 
provement League, which had asked the Dallas city coun- 
cil to cancel a proposed expansion of Love Field, Dr. 
Chisum pleaded with the crowd to “put your foot down 
against the power of money and tyranny.” He said “the 
only takable property is that of the Negro south of the 
field.” It was estimated that 4,000 Negroes—their homes, 
businesses, and other property—would be evicted if the 
bond issue were passed. The Negro Chamber of Com- 
merce, however, had previously okayed the issue on the 
grounds that expansion of the airport would increase 
Negro jobs. 





Yesterday In Negro History 
January 30, 1875-—Rev. J. W. Roberts, first mission- 
ary bishop in the Methodist Episcopal Church, died 
in Liberia, W. Va. 


January 31, 1863—The First South Carolina Volun- 
teers, first Negro regiment ever to serve in the U.S. 
Army, was mustered into Federal service for duty 
in the Civil War. 








February 1, 1833—-Henry M. Turner, first Negro chap- 
lain in the U.S. Army, was 
born in Newberry, S. C. At 
the beginning of the Civil 
War he was commissioned 
by President Lincoln and 
served throughout the war. 
He was consecrated bishop 
of the AME Church in 1880. 


February 4, 1794—All slaves 
in French colonies were é 
emancipated. Henry M. Turner 
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FORECAST 


ike Aid From Gen. Davis. In a surprise move, 
President Eisenhower will seek the advice of Brig. 
General Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., (retired) on Negro 
questions and may select him to be the first Negro 
ambassador to Haiti since Frederick Douglass. 


Pro Career For Dukes. Despite his claims that he 
“hates” basketball and will concentrate on the study 
of law after he graduates in June from Seton Hall 
College, All-American stage star Walter Dukes will 
sign a lucrative professional contract. 


War Babies. Congress will relax certain restrictions 
of the McCarran Act to permit entry into the U.S. 
of German war babies fathered by Negro GIs during 
the war. 


Black Cabinet Battle. A fight will develop between 
Mississippi National Committeeman Perry W. How- 
ard and Val Washington over who will be the king- 
pin Negro in Eisenhower's “Black Cabinet.” Wash- 
ington replaced Howard in 1949 as top GOP man in 
Washington. With the help of Senator Taft, Howard 
will try to regain his position. 


New Negro Novel. An adventure novel, The Peck- 


ing Order, first by Chicago’s Mark Kennedy, will be 
put in the bookstalls by Appleton-Century in May. 


Blues Shouter To Preach. Next blues shouter to 
quit the night club-theater circuit for the ranks of 
evangelism will be Wynonie (Mr. Blues) Harris, 
present king of the blues singers. 
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Mau Maus Kill Family Of 3, Servant In Kenya 

Mau Mau terrorists in Kenya, East Africa, murdered 
Dr. Esme Ruck, her husband, Robert, their son, Michael, 
and a native servant on their farm. Planes and ground 
forces went to the area, spotted 30 Africans in a gorge 
five miles from the Ruck farm and arrested several of 
them. It was not disclosed whether any were connected 
with the murders. 


Probe Reports Of Slave Trade In Central Africa 

Reports that the slave trade is still flourishing in Cen- 
tral Africa will be brought before the House of Commons 
Feb. 18 by Rev. R. W. Sorenson, Labor member of parlia- 
ment. Citing reports of the seizure of Africans in Uganda 
and the Cameroons for sale in Arabia, the Rev. Sorenson 
says he wants to know whether slave trading has in- 
creased or decreased since 1943. He will ask Colonial 
Secretary Oliver Lyttelton what efforts are being made to 
break it up. 


Tribal War Flares In Ethiopia, 200 Die 

More than 200 Ethiopians died and many more were 
wounded when the Issa and Danakil tribes feuded over 
pasture and watering places in central Ethiopia. Com- 
bined population of the tribes is 40,000. 


5, Million Jim Crow Photos Costly To S. Africa 
The task of photographing and issuing identification 
cards to 54% million of its 10 million inhabitants is prov- 
ing difficult and costly to the South African government. 
The entire project is part of Premier Daniel F. Malan’s 
apartheid (racial segregation) policy. Teams of pho- 
tographers tour the remotest reserves to photograph 
Africans at a charge of 28 cents for the two pictures that 
each African needs. About 2144 million cards will be 
issued to African men, but, for the present, no cards will 
be issued to the women. Three million other cards will 
go to persons of both sexes more than 16 years old. 
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Racial Explosion Predicted Soon In S. Africa 

Responsible diplomats are predicting that unless 
South Africa alters her current Jim Crow racial 
policies, there will be an explosion in the country 
within a few years, C. L. Sulzberger, son of the pub- 
lisher, reported in the New York Times. Observers 
who had estimated that a showdown would come 
only in another 25 years have revised their esti- 
mates, he said, and say the predicted revolt will 
come much sooner. 











Jo Baker Barred In Colombia, South America 

Singer Josephine Baker, who recently toured Argentina 
denouncing racial discrimination in the United States, 
was barred from making a series of personal appearances 
in Colombia, South America. At Bogota, the Colombian 
capital, theater impresario Carlos Reder said he had can- 
celled a contract with Miss Baker because of the refusal 
of “many” of the nation’s theater and broadcasting com- 
panies to book her. 


Goid Coast Africans Riot Over High Taxes 

Native Africans rioted when their taxes were increased 
by the local council in Accra on the African Gold Coast. 
During the disturbance the rioters burned numerous 
homes, including that of deputy speaker of the colony’s 
legislature, Dr. F. K. Fiawoo. A European government 
employee was stabbed. Authorities clamped a stiff dawn- 
to-dusk curfew on the district and ordered all civilians 
to surrender their arms and ammunition 


‘European-Style’ Dancing Forbidden For Africans 
An official decree prohibited “European-style” dancing 
by Africans in the Buganda province of central Uganda, 
a British protectorate. The Buganda were told they could 
not perform dances in which men and women touch. 
Only traditional African dances in which partners dance 
separately are permitted by the decree. 
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Sees Africa’s Federation 

Defeat of the plan for a 
federation of the British 
territories in Central Africa 
will lead to an inevitable 
“clash of color,” claimed 
Roy Welensky, a leading 
white political figure in 
Northern Rhodesia. White 
delegates are meeting in 
London to consider the pro- 
posal for uniting Northern 
and Southern Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland but native 
leaders have studiously boy- 
cotted the conference be- 
cause. they say, they will 
not get a fair break in the 
aew government. Said Wel- 
ensky, head of the North- 
ern Rhodesia legislative 


Stopping ‘Clash Of Color’ 
or 
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council: “There are only three possible courses for Cen- 
tral Africa. One is white domination. A second is black 
domination. The third and only satisfactory alternative 


is partnership. . 


ments are not hinged to the issue of color 


We must see that political develop- 


Africans must 


be given opportunities commensurate with their abilities.” 














High Taxes, Religion Killing Polygamy In Africa 

High taxes and religious conversion are sharply 
curtailing the number of wives a man can have in 
Africa, Methodist Bishop Dana Dawson of Kansas 
observed after a tour of the continent. 
at Kansas City’s Rayne Memorial Methodist Church, 
he said polygamy is becoming unpopular for two 
reasons: 1) colonial governments tax husbands for 
their additional wives; and 2) the church has con- 
verted many Africans to monogamy. 


In a lecture 
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“Brown Baby” goes to school in Munich. 


German-Negro Children Fare Well In Munich 

A survey by the newspaper Munich Sueddeutscher Zei- 
tung revealed that 76 German-Negro children, born to 
American Negro soldiers and German girls during World 
War II, have become well-adjusted in Munich schools. 
The oldest of them began school last fall, preceded by 
circulars from school officials which cautioned teachers 
to give them the same treatment as given German chil- 
dren. Teachers reported that the German-N-:gro children 
were accepted very quickly by their playmates and often 
are favorites in their groups. Most of them have German 
names, know no English, and live either in children’s 
homes or with foster parents. 


U. S. Experts Help Build Ethiopian Highways 

American engineers in Ethiopia are helping to build 
one of the world’s longest and most difficult highway 
networks. Some 40 Americans, headed by John Humbard, 
who was engineer in charge of the Alaskan and Panama 
highways during World War II, are cutting more than 
2,800 miles of roads through tangled jungle, forests and 
deserts to tap Ethiopia’s potentially rich farmlands and 
mineral lodes. The project has been under way for 18 
months. 
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| RELIGION 


Dr. Jemison Resigns As Head Of Baptists 

Dr. D. V. Jemison announced his 
retirement as president of the Na- 
tional Baptist Convention of the 
U. S. A., Inc., in a mid-winter ses- 
sion at Hot Springs, Ark. In ac- 
cepting the resignation, to become 
effective at the opening of the Sep- 
tember convention in Miami, Fla., 
the group voted to: 1) name him 
president emeritus; 2) present him 
an honorarium of $5,000 a year plus 
$300 a month for life; and 3) pay } 
his annual expenses to sessions of Dr. Jemison 
the convention and Sunday School Congress. 


Philadelphia Negro Churches Spend $500,000 

During the past 90 days Philadelphia Negro church 
groups spent over $500,000 purchasing and building new 
edifices. Morris Brown AME, Foster Memorial and 
Cornerstone Baptist Churches have bought buildings. St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church, gutted by fire last year, spent 
$275,000 in rebuilding the church. Calvary Baptist of 
Elmwood, Pa., moved into a newly-finished auditorium. 


Bishop Spottswood New Head Of AMEZ Board 

Bishop Stephen G. Spottswood of 
Washington, D. C., succeeded Her- 
bert V. Shaw as chairman of the 
AME Zion Church board of bishops 
at a semi-annual meeting of the 
Ministers and Laymen’s Associa- 
tion in Mobile, Ala. Some 300 
churchmen attended the sessions 
and heard officials announce plans 
for a fund-raising program to fi- 
nance four church-sponsored sec- 
ondary schools. 
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Negro Barmaid Weds Into White Millionaire Family 

A former Negro nightclub barmaid, Alberta Sheffield of 
Detroit, was married to wealthy white Ernest O. Briggs, 
54, of the multi-millionaire Briggs auto parts family, at a 
quiet ceremony in the home of Congregational minister 
Horace A. White. Wealthy in his own right, the groom is 
a first cousin to the late Walter O. Briggs, who owned the 
Detroit baseball club and the Briggs Manufacturing Com- 
pany. A retired attorney and engineer, Briggs met his 
Negro bride-to-be (See “The Week’s Best Photos’) sev- 
eral months ago after she moved to Detroit from Chicago 
and attended a party given by her former employer, 
Sunnie Wilson, a friend of Briggs. 

Although Briggs listed his age as 71 on the marriage 
license application, he said later that it was an error. 
He is 54. For a wedding gift he gave his wife a silver-blue 
mink coat, a new car, a two-family flat, another three- 
story house, and other property valued at $80,000. 


Lecturer Bayard Rustin Jailed On ee Charge 
Lecturer Bayard 

Rustin, 40, was sen- 
tenced to 60 days in 
the Pasadena, Calif., 
county jail after 
pleading guilty to a 
morals charge follow- 
ing his arrest in the 
company of two white 
men in a parked auto. 
The men, Marvin W. 
Long, and Louie Bono, 
both 23, were given 
similar sentences. Rustin was arrested a few hours after 
he had delivered an address on world peace to the Ameri- 
ican Association of University Women. A conscientious 
objector during World War II, Rustin said that he had 
been arrested on similar charges in New York. 








India’s Nehru and Bayard Rustin 
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Cleveland Medic Wins Retrial In Paternity Case 


Cleveland physician 
Dr. Royal D. Keene, 
who was convicted in 
1951 of fathering a 
child born to 21-year- 
old Louise Brown, his 
ex-maid, was granted 
a retrial by the Ohio 
court of appeals. A 
juvenile court jury 
voted 11 to 1 that the 
53-year-old physician 
was guilty of seduc- 
ing the maid in his 
Majestic Hotel offices 
but appellate judges 
ruled that he had not 
been allowed to pre- 
sent all of his evi- », a 
dence. At the first = = 
trial, Dr. Keene con- — a a oe 
tended that he was sterile but was ordered to pay $800 in 
maternity costs, $10 a week for support of the child. Said 
the 250-pound medic: “Look at all this girth. How do 
you think I could have been able to commit such an act?” 


Couple Forgives, But Learns Judge Won’t Forget 
During a New Year’s Eve “misunderstanding,” Miss 

Geraldine Palmer of Baltimore threw lye into the face of 

her common-law husband, Ron ~ Jenkins, who retali- 


ated by stabbing her several t Released from the 
hospital 22 days later to face ses in court, they re- 
fused to prosecute each other. ‘ss Palmer explained 


that she did not recall who cu. ns, or whether she had 
injured Jenkins. Jenkins remembered, but called the in- 
cident a mere “family argument and misunderstanding.” 
Not willing to let them off so lightly, however, the judge 
fined both $50 and costs. 
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African Actor Denies Paternity As Boy Is Born 


A six-pound, eight-ounce boy was born to Myrtle Bas- 
sett, a former Chicago nurse now living in Los Angeles 
who previously had filed a paternity suit against Ma- 
shood Olabisi Ajala, an African actor in White Witch 
Doctor. The baby was named Oladipupo, meaning in 
Ajala’s Nigerian dialect “a controversial child.” Ajala 
named the baby and signed its birth certificate, but con- 
tinued to deny that he was its father. He told JET that: 
1) the mother had refused to have blood tests for the 
baby so he could prove he was not its father; 2) he had 
contributed $300 to cover medical and hospital expenses 
to cancel a restraining order against his $300-a-week sal- 
ary at 20th Century-Fox Studio, where he completed 
work in the movie White Witch Doctor; and 3) he had 
given her $150 after the child’s birth and promised $200- 
a-month for support, pending settlement of the case. 
Ajala, who began his movie career after riding a bicycle 
from Chicago to Los Angeles last summer, was scheduled 
to begin work in Columbia Studio’s movie Killer Ape on 
February 2. 


Mother Delivers Own Child On Milwaukee Bus 

When 30-year-old Mrs. Marie Parrott was stricken with 
labor pains aboard a Milwaukee city bus, excited passen- 
gers and the driver all jumped off to go for help, leaving 
the woman to deliver her five-pound one-ounce baby 
girl alone. By the time fellow passengers and policemen 
got back to the bus, the “abandoned” woman had given 
birth to the child she had not expected until Feb. 10. She 
was taken to county hospital in an ambulance. 


‘Clown’ Gets Five Years For Kissing Minor 

John J. Taylor, 57-year-old Baltimore entertainer 
known to police as “The Clown,” was sentenced to five 
years in prison for a Christmas Day criminal attack upon 
a nine-year-old girl. Formally dressed in white tie and 
tails when he came to court, Taylor admitted that he 
gave the child five cents as a gift, then kissed her. 
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OF PARAPLEGICS 


Ex-Marine George Wilson of York, Pa., was a man who 
prided himself upon his robust health. He joined the 
Marines during World War II because he rated them the 
“fighting-est bunch of men on the face of the earth.” 
He wore his uniform as he would a badge of honor, and 
when he went overseas to fightin the Asiatic-Pacific area, 
the slogan “The Marines have landed and the situation 
is well in hand,” came to have heartfelt meaning. Emerg- 
ing from service without a scratch, Wilson settled down 
in York with a job at the Gulf Oil Company. On the 
side, he began playing professional football with a local 
team and dreamed of some day becoming a grid star. It 
would be a good life for a vigorous young man, he 
thought. 

But on October 19, 1947, when his spine was broken 
during a football game, Wilson joined the ranks of men 
who will never walk again. He became a paraplegic, a 
person paralyzed from the waist down. “I was worse off 
than most,” he says, “because at first I was a quadri- 
plegic—unable to use any of my limbs. I woke up in a 
hospital, flat on my back with only walls and a ceiling 
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for company. I tried to move my hands, but they lay 
beside me like lead. My legs might have been nailed to 
the bed. It seemed like the end of everything.” 

Yet, Wilson is now leading a happy, well-adjusted mar- 
ried life outside the hospital, as are thousands of other 
paraplegia victims. He has learned to use his hands so 
well that a York chapter of the American Legion hired 
him to do all of their bookkeeping and typing. When he 
was still so weak that he barely could sit up in a bed, he 
married Louise White, an attractive woman who came to 
visit him in the hospital. After his release, they became 





the parents of a beau- 
tiful baby daughter. 
“Some _ paraplegics 
hesitate to get mar- 
ried,” Wilson _ says, 
“for some very good 
reasons. They do not 
want to be a burden 
upon anyone, and 
they are afraid that 
their mates will mis- 
take pity for love. A 
few can have marital 
relations, but others 
cannot, and this can 
be a major factor in 
making them decide 
to stay single. Ac- 
tually, sex and the 
fathering of children 
depend upon the ex- 
tent of their injuries. 
I have never regret- yrs. George Wilson helps ex-Marine 
ted marrying, al- husband dress for shopping trip. 
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Wives Must Be Mother and Nurse 


though it was a step which took courage, because my 
wife’s love has meant as much to me as new eyes to a 
blind man. Without her, I would be lost; but with her 
I have found more happiness than I ever dreamed pos- 
sible.” 

Most paraplegics who marry tell their wives in ad- 
vance what they are “in for.” Usually, their wives must 
play the role of mother, wife and nurse. They must help 
their men with their most intimate needs, help them 
bathe and dress, support them as they get into and out 
of chairs, put them to bed at night. “The first time I got 
a spasm in my legs,” Wilson recalls, “my wife was scared 
to death. She thought I was having a fit. All because 
I failed to explain that it was just a contraction of the 
muscles. Now, she can tell me when one is coming be- 
fore I know it myself.” 

The majority of paraplegics are totally helpless. They 
willingly help their wives to dust the house, wax furni- 
ture, care for the children. They accompany them on 
shopping trips and proudly escort them to the movies. 
They put their all into acquiring new skills and are some- 
times listed among the top graduates of colleges and pro- 
fessional schools. Many go into business for themselves, 
as tailors, owners of clothing shops and _ self-service 
stores; while some work for others as watch-makers and 
repairmen, assemblymen in factories, and occasionally as 
salesmen. 

Like disabled veteran Douglas Willis of South Ozone 
Park, Long Island, they can learn to drive specially- 
equipped amputee autos if they have not lost the use of 
their hands. On these cars, the controls are placed on 
the dashboard within easy reach. In states where par- 
alyzed drivers are given special parking privileges, the 
cars have special license plates which indicate that a 
disabled person is behind the wheel. The plates are 
painted a different color from regular tags so that mo- 
torists will recognize them and offer aid when a car with 


24 


















~ =~ «ft ket rrlUlUT( OO 


> ee he A FR bee eee 


ny 
) & 
ler 
S- 


A. 
ist 
1p 
m 
ut 
‘ot 


2S, 














a 





On Sundays at home, disabled veteran Douglas Willis usually 


challenges wife to game of Chinese checkers, nearly always wins. 


such tags is parked on the side of a highway. 
Paraplegics often use their cars on weekends to 
take their families on outings, a source of pleas- 
ure and pride to the invalids who spend all too 
much of their lives indoors. 

Although unable to walk, paraplegics still may 
participate in some sports and games. Bowling 
is one of their favorite pastimes; basketball an- 
other. One Negro invalid is now playing with 
a veteran’s paraplegic basketball team, has 
learned to whiz around the regulation court in 
his chair, block the oppositior, dribble the ball 
and pile up scores for his team. 














Most Unable To Become Fathers 


In courtship of girls, paraplegics sometimes run into 
amusing situations. Once two paraplegics were out riding 
with a girl seated in the front seat between them. One 
playfully decided to feel the girl’s leg. After a few 
caresses which got no response, he looked down and 
found he was feeling his own leg. Being paralyzed in the 
legs, he did not realize he was stroking his own leg. 

No two cases of paraplegia are exactly the same. But 
there are some problems common to the majority of the 
invalided. Most are unable to father children, and some 
of them agree to let their wives submit to artificial in- 
semination. Some cannot have normal bowel movements 
and must have an enema each morning. Their legs 
wither from lack of exercise, although through careful 
conditioning they develop great strength in their arms. 
Finally, and most tragic of all, their life span is short- 
ened by the disability. Once, a man was expected to live 
only five years with paraplegia. Today, thousands have 
broken the record, but the early death rate is still high. 

“It takes a fighting heart to face the future when you 
are an invalid,” comments ex-Marine Wilson. “But with 
faith in God, self-confidence and the love of some pa- 
tient person, a man can find happiness at the very 
threshold of death.” 
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NEXT WEEK IN JET 


WHAT COEDS WANT TO KNOW ABOUT MARRIAGE 

Modern college coeds are demanding more and 
more that they be taught the facts of life in courses 
which will prepare them for marriage. Recognizing 
they know little about sex, they are asking more 
and more questions of their teachers, their class- 
mates and their boy friends. In an unusually frank 
article, JET reveals specifically what coeds want 
most to know about sex and marriage. 
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WEEKLY ALMANAC|;| 


26°25 NUMBER OF THE WEEK. When Clevelanders 
== hit the numbers for $200,000 on No. 769, harried 
operators thought a “fix” was on. Caught short of funds, 
while their banker reportedly lolled on Florida beaches, 
they welshed on bets. But disappointed “winners” proved 
the fix theory false. What had happened was this: when 
popular Rocky Henderson, clerk at a drug store center for 
numbers, died, they looked up “dead” in dream books. 
“Dead” in the books was No. 769. They played it. 


BIG CATCH OF THE WEEK. After Detroit po- 
lice arrested 310-pound Elan Johnson, 57, for 
stein at a card game in the Disabled American Vet- 
erans Hall, they wished they hadn’t. Finding that John- 
son, appropriately nicknamed “Mr. Five By Five,” was 
wider than the paddy wagon door, police put him in a 
scout car. The axle creaked, sagged, broke. Taking him 
back to the paddy wagon, four patrolmen pushed and 
prodded Johnson until he finally popped inside to join 
eight other smaller catches. This left Patrolman Robert 
Holderith without enough room to ride, so he made the 
trip downtown by hanging to the outside of the paddy 
wagon door in the rain. Next day, Judge Gerald Groat 
dismissed charges against Johnson. He wasn’t sure there 
was a bed in jail big enough to hold him. 


44.5 TRIAL OF THE WEEK. Arrested in St. Louis on 
== three charges of larceny, Pierce E. Lee, 21, not 
only admitted them, but confessed to five others, giving 
the state what appeared to be an airtight case. Lee testi- 
fied in court, however, that police beat him to obtain the 
confessions. Although no evidence of brutality could be 
found, the state still had to drop the case. Reason: Assist- 
ant Circuit Attorney Marvin G. Mitchell, representing 
Missouri, said Lee could not possibly be guilty because he 
was in jail for petty larceny at the time the thefts 
occurred. 
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35 6 EMBARRASSED OFFI- 

== CIAL OF THE WEEK. 
When Earl Brown, only Negro 
councilman in New York and an 
assistant editor of Life magazine, 
appeared in a New York traffic 
court to answer seven parking 
tickets and a summons dating back 
to last spring, he tried to convince 
Magistrate Frederick L. Strong that 
he had used his car for official busi- 
ness and had a special parking per- 
mit. But, unconvinced, Magistrate Earl Brown 
Strong examined the tickets, one of which showed that 
Brown’s car had been illegally parked a few doors from 
his home. The magistrate then inquired why Brown had 
failed to come in when he got the tickets. “Because you’re 
a city official,” he asked, “did you expect to be given 
automatic suspended sentences?” Brown, still unable to 
convince Magistrate Strong, was fined $140. 


ee re HIDING PLACE OF THE WEEK. When Detroit 

= detectives persisted in questioning Mrs. Hilda 
Allen, 18, about the theft of $300 from Mrs. Eartha Hall’s 
home, Mrs. Allen yelled, “If you believe that I have the 
money, why don’t you search me?” The detectives rushed 
Mrs. Allen to the woman’s detention home where matron 
Hazel Jarris found $150 of the loot neatly folded in a 
small handkerchief in bills of $5 and $20. It was hidden 
in the “private parts” of Mrs. Allen’s body. 


ey ope JOKE OF THE WEEK. When he noticed that his 
Se Se te porter reported to work later and later each 
day, the president of a Southern bank decided to give 
him a good, sound lecture. “Don’t you want to amount 
to something?” he asked. “Don’t you know you’ll never 
get anywhere unless you get up early in the morning?” 
The porter looked at him, then replied, “Well, I don’t 
know. I’ve noticed that the people who get up early al- 
ways have to go to those who get up late to get paid.” 
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Rockefeller Fund Gives $1 Million To Negro Colleges 

A $1,000,000 grant was made to the United Negro Col- 
lege Fund, Inc., by the general education board of the 
Rockefeller Foundation. It was the largest single grant 
made by either the foundation or the education board 
during the fourth quarter of 1952, when a total of $3,911,- 
000 was given to various colleges and research groups. 


Flu Epidemic Closes Mississippi State School 

An influenza epidemic closed Utica Institute in Missis- 
sippi for a week, left bed-ridden more than half of the 
state agricultural school’s 600 students. School superin- 
tendent J. D. Boyd and about one-third of the faculty 
were also stricken. 


D. C. School Board Seeks Anti-Bias Ideas 

The Washington, D. C., board of education asked citizens 
to submit in writing their ideas on ending school segrega- 
tion, as a preliminary to a public meeting on the subject. 
Two questions were posed for District residents: 1) how 
schools should be integrated, if ordered by the Supreme 
Court, and 2) what educational preparation would be 
necessary to make integration work well. A meeting on 
the issue may be held in March. 





Propose TV Classrooms If Ala. Schools Mix 

A new plan to circumvent non-segregated schools 
was conceived by an Alabama legislator who would 
establish a state-owned television system to carry 
public school work directly into homes. Rep. Sam N. 
Engelhardt, Jr., of Macon County, where Tuskegee 
Institute is located, said of his proposal: “There 
would be no problem of segregation if instruction 
were beamed directly into homes and it might help 
to put some of the burden of education on the par- 
ents where it belongs.” 
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Seek Clues To Mystery Death Of Atlanta Woman 

Atlanta police were investigating the mystery death of 
40-year-old Mrs. Rosa Torrence, a real estate dealer and 
beauty products distributor, whose battered body was 
found floating in a sewer. Police called her death homi- 
cide, learned that she was negotiating for the purchase 
of a home in a predominantly-white neighborhood. The 
Torrence family was bombed in 1949, when they moved 
into another white neighborhood. 


Housing Project Head Held In 2 N. J. Murders 

James W. Robinson, 54, superintendent of the Asbury 
Park, N. J., village housing development, was held for 
murder by Neptune, N. J., police, who charged him with 
knifing to death an aged white woman and her divorced 
daughter and wounding a Negro following a beer-drink- 
ing party. The dead women were Mrs. Minnie Siciliano, 
70, and her daughter, Mrs. Anna Genovese, 42. Robinson 
was identified by 27-year-old Quillie Bonner from his 
Fitkin Hospital bed as the man who killed the women and 
seriously wounded him. Bonner, who made a midnight 
visit to the home of the women for a “glass of beer,” told 
police he ran out of the apartment after Robinson 
slashed him and did not see the other stabbings. 


Slayer Of Church Deacon Gets 35-Year Term 

A 69-year-old father of 11, who shot and killed the 
deacon board chairman of an Asheville, N. C., church dur- 
ing a dispute over selecting a new pastor, was sentenced 
to 30 to 35 years in prison. John Whiteside pleaded guilty 
to the slaying of George Bradley last December in the 
Concord Baptist Church as 32 church members looked on. 
Boy, 12, Stabs Stepfather To Protect Mother 

A 12-year-old St. Louis boy, who was trying to prevent 
his mother from being beaten during a family argument, 
stabbed and seriously wounded his stepfather. The vic- 
tim, Edwin Smith, 31, told police that the boy cut him 
after he and his wife, Lucille, became engaged in a fight. 
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Detroit Free Press 


W Cinderella Bride: Wealthy 54-year-old Ernest O. Briggs 
of the multi-millionaire Detroit Briggs auto parts family, 
is caressed by his Cinderella bride, Alberta Sheffield, a 
former barmaid whom he married after a three-month 
courtship. Briggs, who has been known to spend $1,000 
nightly in Detroit night spots, met his bride at a party 
given by night club owner Sunnie Wilson. 


31 








U nited Press 


W Dies In Elevator Accident: Trapped between the ele- 
vator and shaft of a Philadelphia building, 19-year-old 
Arthur Lee Lane was crushed to death despite efforts of 
a rescue squad to free him (see opposite page). Victim 
was pronounced dead at a Philadelphia hospital. 
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Homer Smith 
W Ethiopian Santa Claus: Emperor Haile Selassie of 
Ethiopia plays Santa Claus as he makes a Christmas gift 
of a sweater to a bashful young subject. The Ethiopian 
Christmas was observed on January 7, two weeks after the 
Western observation of the holiday. 
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Billy Eckstine, discussing his South- 
ern bus tour one-night engage- 
ments: “I did so many years travel- 
ing in a bus that it’s the only way I 
can get any real, comfortable sleep 
on the road.” 


President Dwight Eisenhower dur- 
ing his inaugural address: “We re- 
ject any insinuation that one race 
or another, one people or another, 
is in any sense inferior or expend- 
able.” 





Billy Eckstine 
Steve Belloise, retired middleweight boxer, recalling a bout 
he had with Sugar Ray Robinson three years ago: “The 
only time I touched him was when we shook hands.” 
Congressman Adam Clayton Powell, speaking of housing 
conditions in his congressional district: “I can get you 
into Heaven easier than I can get you an apartment in 
New York City.” 
Bishop Edgar A. Love of the AME Church at an Emanci- 
pation Day celebration in Baltimore: “The time is com- 
ing when a white man can look at a black man and a 
black man can look at a white man and each one only 
see men.” 
Billy Gilliam, when asked after his fifth fight with Pitts- 
burgh’s Bob Baker if he and Baker went around together 
socially: “Out in Pittsburgh they’re asking when we’re 
going to get married.” 
Slim Gaillard, piano-playing composer of Cement Mixer 
and many other tunes, after New York Mayor Impellitteri 
named him an honorary police inspector: “Man, I’m now 
a long arm of the voutee, so just watch your step-o- 
rooney!” 
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Sleek wrought iron chairs have colorful canvas seats of striped 
tangerine, terra cotta, gold and green. Price: $25 to $29.50. 


WROUGHT IRON FURNITURE 


The unending search among furniture designers for 
new pieces that will provide fluid lines without superflu- 
ous decoration has produced new modern wrought iron 
chairs and tables of unusual beauty and structural sim- 
plicity. 

Wrought iron furniture is ideal for the modern home 
because sleek, slender lines remove the cluttered-up, 
over-crowded appearance from rooms. Commonly called 
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Sunshade chair of bold black and white stripes has a white 
upholstered canvas cushion and canvas removable back. $79.50 
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New Furniture Is Light And Graceful 


“silhouette furniture” because it gives the slender, wil- | 
lowy effect as graceful as a fashion model’s outline, the 
pieces are simple, yet artistically designed and strongly 
constructed. 

Fine steel rods of lightweight steel give the furniture 
gracefulness and amazing lightness, which refutes the 
common belief that iron furniture is bulky and heavy. 
The metal has a dull black finish which readily harmo- 











Armchair (i.) and arm- 

less chair have a light, 

floating, open look. 
Prices: $45 and $42. 











40 


™ 
1e 
ly 


re 
1e 
y. 
d- 


n- 


dk. 


<<< 











Three-tiered tea wagon has two glass tops, 
black marlite bottom shelf. Price: $59.50. 


nizes with any color 
scheme. The backs are 
made of high-quality, 
brilliantly-colored wash- 
able canvas, carefully 
chosen for its wearabil- 
ity and good texture 
contrast. The cushions 
are of foam rubber. 

As a choice for the con- 
temporary home black 
wrought iron pieces are 
perfect and will fit in 
with almost any modern 
motif. 

JET’s display of 
wrought iron furniture 
was designed by Paul 
McCobb; the magazine 
rack by Heifetz. 











Lightweight steel magazine rack 
has single handle. Price: $4.95. 
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* SOCIETY 


DETROIT. Getting away from monotonous club routines, some 
of the Motor City’s bright young hostesses concocted 
unique ideas to entertain their guests. Odalie (Mrs. 
Squawk) Harmon excited the Fortnightlys with a color- 
ful grab bag bursting with trinkets and bric-a-brac; 
Thelma Eubanks served a gourmet’s treat called “San 
Souci” to the Skirts in the Hotel Gotham Holiday Room; 
Mrs. John Edwards donned “Sophie blue” pajamas to 
host the Dames; and soft organ music created a sophis- 
ticated atmosphere while Elizabeth Steward entertained 
the Canamerics in the Garfield Hotel’s Wal-Ha Room. 


LOS ANGELES. The Angel City is buzzing about the “Polka 
for Polio” staged by the Jack and Jill social club which 
drew a record turnout of socialites and top entertainers 
to the Sombrero Club. Bandleader Benny Carter, Louise 
Beavers (TV’s Beulah), Billy Daniels and Roy Milton 
represented the entertainment world... Les Petite 
Femmes had their installation luncheon in the swank 
Hotel Statler .. . Popular Lillian Lee Lomax announced 
her engagement to Dr. Overstreet Gray during a party 
at the home of her sister, Gertrude Gibson Penland... 
The Kappa Alpha Kappa sorority, which is sponsoring 
soprano Camilla Williams in concert at the Philharmonic 
Auditorium Feb. 6, has planned a reception and five 
parties to entertain their talented guest. 


WASHINGTON. New York attorney Norman D. Johnson 
hosted the friendly “unofficial inaugural ball,” which 
preceded the big ball (see page 44) at the Tee St. home 
of Alice Betz. Governor Thomas E. Dewey, was guest of 
honor ... The Smarter Set Club hosted more than 600 
socialites at their big inaugural week formal at the 
Lincoln Colonnade ... The Black Friars Club is making 
big plans for their formal slated for the Colonnade Feb. 
6... The Modern Jazz Society will present a $400 cash 
scholarship to the Howard University School of Music. 
Society prexy Georgia Mae Scott will make the formal 
presentation to Dean Warner Lawson. 
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SAN FRANCISCO. Fifty-seven social clubs united to stage one 
of the most fabulous formals San Franciscans have ever 
witnessed at the Regular Fellows’ 1953 Grand Ball of 
Clubs at the Avalon Ballroom. ... Many of the Bay 
Area’s gay young bachelors flocked to Ollie Matson’s 
(Chicago Cardinal fullback) stag party to toast his team- 
mate and buddy Burl Toler, who married Oakland’s pretty 
Melvia Woolfolk the following day. . . . Local Deltas and 
their spouses migrated to the state capitol in large num- 
bers to take in the cocktail party hosted by the Sacra- 
mento Delta Sigma Thetas. 


CLEVELAND. After a busy weekend hosting the annual Ur- 
ban League meeting at the Mid-Day Club, the interracial 
Urban League Guild, headed by Marnette Lee, sponsored 
the glittering opening night of Karamu’s production of 
Carousel ... The Phi Sigma chapter of Omega Psi Phi 
took a gay, formal theater party of 200 to see Carousel 
and topped off the night with a dance in the Green Room 
and art gallery at Karamu House . . . The Gobelins hon- 
ored outgoing and incoming club officers at a dinner- 
dance at the Chief’s Club. Mrs. Emery Carty is the new 
president, taking over the gavel from Mrs. Lewis Hobbs. 
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NEGRO NOTABLES ATTEND 


New Yorkers Bertha inane and Lucille Pickins were accom- 
panied to inaugural ball by John Young III 


Pianist Philippa Schuyler ex- Philadelphia ex-judge Hobson 
changes impressions with Reynolds chats with Courier’s ! 
Pierre Noel of Haiti at ball. Mrs. Daisy Lampkin. 
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INAUGURAL BALL FOR IKE 


Lt. George Lee of Memphis Atlanta druggist C. R. Yates 
accompanies Mrs. Herbert E. watches program with J. W. 
Jones. wife of Elks Grand Shaw. also of Atlanta. 


ie te 


Mr. and Mrs. John Wesley Dobbs uf Atlanta dance in big throng 
at ball. Couples mized freely on dance floor at affairs. 


45 








+: PEOPLE ARE 


CESSLEPETT PLS ELSE SPTSS PSF RPL SEEPS EVE DY o 4 


. The shaky marriage of Ligon Buford, former UNRRA 
* director, and his pretty German wife, Eleanor. Now 


head of the Intercultural Information and Trading 
Service, Buford has been away from Paris since last 
July. Asked when he will return, his wife replies: 
“Probably never.” 


Philadelphia’s bigtime hotel owner and dance promoter, 
Reese DuPree, who is deep-frying hamburgers and 
waiting on tables in his new South Street restaurant. 


That new Negro-owned five and ten on Birmingham’s 
4th Avenue, where the playboys jam the side on which 
that exotic-looking Memphis bookkeeper works, buying 
anything, including 1c packs of matches, just to gawk 
at her. 


» Cartoonist Ollie (Bootsie) Harrington and his troubles 


with women. In Paris his current headaches are three 
Dutch, two Swedish, three American, two French and 
one English girl. “I’m going to move out into the 
country,” he sighs. 


That year-round resort now being developed at Man- 
celona, Michigan, by John Collins, M. B. Trice and 
T. Van Bryan. Expected to be finished by early spring, 
the lodge’s 80 acres are in the heart of 22,000-acre 
Hardwood state forest. A sharpshooter can sit on the 
front porch and bag his quota of rabbit and deer. 


The $7,500 special-built Cadillac delivery wagon 


* equipped with a steam table and a hot coffee urn being 


readied for Chicago’s playboy Cadillac Bob Lee, the 
steak house man. Idea for it came from sketches made 
on a tablecloth by his pal, Duke Ellington. 


«j- The shortage of Negro students in Paris this semester. 
“+” Reason: the GI Bill “hustle” has just about run out for 


46 


most of them. 





- 
- 


OO 8 Om mA e woe me uae... 


—- 
- 


af. 


. 
-* 
oe 






(omens 


es 
ee 
id 
ne 


n- 
nd 
1g; 
re 
he 


on 


whe 
ide 


per. 
for 








a, 
x 
7“ 


a, 
«. 


TALKING ABOUT 


al, 
w~ 


That handsome young Chicago ofay businessman, who 
has been running wild among Windy City Negro society 
matrons. Lately, he has been exhibiting the $250 top- 
coat bought for him by one matron. He “mailed” the 
wife of another prominent South Side businessman to 
Washington to avoid a paternity case “head-whip- 
ping.” 

That formal party in St. Albans, Long Island, which 
ended with complications. A socialite matron went 
upstairs to the bathroom where they were checking 
coats in time to catch two young chicks about to make 
off with an armful of sables and minks. The gals 
quit the scene quick, running from the house to a 
waiting car. Now the guests are saying of their hos- 
tess: “She should take better care of them expensive 
coats than hanging ’em up in her toilet!” 

Martha Braun Daniels, wife of singer Billy, who with 
her mother and dad attended Billy’s Hollywood Mo- 
cambo opening. When Martha entered, Billy told her, 
“Honey, try this one for size” and draped a new full 
length white ermine coat trimmed in brown sable 
around her shoulders. It was the first time the Carl 
Brauns had heard their son-in-law sing. “He’s a real 
artist,” commented Mrs. Braun. : 

That St. Louis park policeman whose wife cracked his 
head when she caught him holding hands with his 
chick-on-the-side at a Franklin Avenue lounge. 


Capt. Joe Dorsey, a leader in the Stuyvesant Town 
housing project fight in New York, who will be a father 
in July in Paris. His wife is Irish-American Elizabeth 
Cavenaugh whom he wed last summer after Dorsey 
made a special trip to the U. S. to bring her back after 
a quarrel. He has been abroad studying medicine for 
the last three years. 

—DaN BURLEY 
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BOOK ( CAST THE FIRST STONE 


OF THE : 
WEEK By Chester Himes 


© In his third novel, Negro author Chester Himes con- 
tinues to write in the hard-boiled school, pounding away 
unmercifully with the blunt, brutal, sadistic facts of life 
in the lower depths. His Cast The First Stone (Coward- 
McCann, $3.75) is a rugged, often-re- 
volting tale of prison life as seen 
through the eyes of a youthful convict 
sentenced to 20 years behind bars for 
robbery. Himes, whose previous books, 
If He Hollers Let Him Go and Lonely 
Crusade, were concerned mostly with 
racial conflict, has abandoned this 
theme in his current book but his 
work is as much—if not more so—a 
. grim shocker. 

Chester Himes @ His Jimmy Monroe enters prison a 
young, frightened, hesitant convict. He learns quickly 
that the battle of men against time in prison often turns 
to a battle of men against men. There is violence con- 
stantly—riots and fighting, crackups and suicides. In- 
evitably the prisoners turn to homosexuality and Jimmy 
is no exception. Groping for something warm and human 
in his everyday relationships, he is attracted to a sensi- 
tive convict named Dido. Their relation rises above 
physical passions and involves an understanding that 
eventually leads to the reform of Jimmy. 

® Himes in his striving for realism has overdone his 
story. His sledge-hammer effects combine to numb the 
reader and eventually the effectiveness is lost. But an 
even greater weakness of his book is its lack of any sus- 
pense, any organized plot to hold the reader after the 
shocking realism of blood and lust has worn out as a 
literary device. 
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Ellison Wins National Book Award For Fiction 

The fourth annual National Book 
Award for fiction, made to the author 
of the most distinguished novel dur- 
ing the previous year, was presented 
to Negro writer Ralph Ellison, 38, for 
his book, Invisible Man. The award 
is the only industry-wide honor spon- 
sored by American book publishers, 
book-sellers and book-manufacturers. 
Ellison shared honors with Bernard 
DeVoto (The Course of Empire) and 
Archibald MacLeish (Collected Poems, 


1917-52), who won the non-fiction and Ralph Ellison és 


poetry awards. The three men were given gold medals 
at a ceremony in New York’s Hotel Commodore. 


. JOURNALISM | 





Negroes Now Publish 204 Commercial Newspapers 

There are 204 commercial Negro newspapers operat- 
ing in the United States today, a Lincoln (Mo.) Uni- 
versity School of Journalism survey revealed. Two are 
dailies, three bi-weeklies, and 195 are weeklies. The 
survey also revealed that: 1) Alabama leads all states 
with 19 Negro newspapers; 2) ten newspapers folded last 
year; and 3) ten newspapers were begun last year. 


Seek Law To Safeguard Nigerian Works Of Art 

A bill establishing penalties for removing from the 
country the famous carvings and brass moldings for 
which Nigeria is famous will be introduced in the next 
legislative assembly at Lagos. These antique works of 
art—some as much as 2,000 years old—include fossil re- 
mains of man and lower animals. 
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Walcott Calls N. Y. Boxing Boss A ‘Bellhop’ 

Jersey Joe Walcott, former heavyweight champion of 
the world, blasted boxing’s officialdom in an unprece- 
dented verbal charge. Robert Christenberry, chairman of 
the New York State Athletic Commission, touched off the 
blast when he said that “I seriously doubt that Walcott 
will fight again.” He said rules of almost every state bar 
a fighter from a license after he is 40. Walcott replied, 
“T’ll be 39 January 31. And as far as Mr. Christenberry 
is concerned, he is nothing but a hotel bellhop (Chris- 
tenberry manages the Astor Hotel in New York City). He 
hasn’t done anything for boxing.” 

While Christenberry did not reply to Walcott’s blast, 
Jim Holmes, chairman of the Maryland Athletic Commis- 
sion, suggested that Walcott be suspended for “unbecom- 
ing conduct.” Meanwhile, the proposed Walcott-Mar- 
ciano April 10 rematch remained stymied and Felix 
Bocchicchio, Walcott’s manager, remained ill in a hos- 
pital. 


Dillard Sets World Mark In Hurdles 

Olympic Games star Harrison Dillard of Cleveland set 
a world indoor record of six seconds flat for the 50-yard 
high hurdles at Philadelphia. He jointly held the old 
mark, 6.1s, with Fred Wolcott and Bob Wright. Art Bragg 
of Morgan State College tied the 50-yard dash standard 
of 5.2s and Cardozo High of Washington set a meet in- 
terscholastic mile relay mark of 3:36.2 in the same meet. 


Saddened Louis Calls Jacobs ‘Best Friend’ 

Saddened at the death of boxing promoter Mike Jacobs 
in Miami, former heavyweight champion Joe Louis said, 
“He did more for me than any man in the world.” Louis 
won the title from Jimmy Braddock under Jacobs’ promo- 
tion in 1937 at Chicago and was the bellwether of Jacobs’ 
Twentieth-Century Sporting Club. “While I called him 
‘Uncle Mike,’ ” Louis continued, “he was really more like a 
father to me. I feel I have lost my closest friend.” 
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WEx-Champ Turns Singing Coach: Ex-heavyweight 
champion Joe Louis took on a new role for himself—that 
of coaching his singing protege Dolores Parker. The one- 
time Duke Ellington vocalist, now accompanied by Sammy 
Benskin, opened this week in the plush upstairs room of 
the Park Avenue Restaurant. 


White Sox Option Rodriquez To Syracuse 

Hector (Hot Rod) Rodriquez, regular third baseman for 
the Chicago White Sox during the first half of last sea- 
son, was optioned to Syracuse of the International League. 
He previously played with the Montreal Royals. 


Sugar Ray Predicts Gavilan Will Beat Davey 

Retired middleweight champion Sugar Ray Robinson 
predicted that Kid Gavilan would successfully defend the 
welterweight title against Chuck Davey at Chicago on 
February 11. “Gavilan can box as well as Davey and 
can hit harder,” said Sugar Ray. “Gavilan also has the 
stamina to keep going at a good pace for 15 rounds.” He 
also predicted that Randy Turpin of England and Carl 
(Bobo) Olsen would meet in a final showdown for his 
vacated title. 








Cage Referee Sues Fisk Coach For $10,000 

In Nashville circuit court, basketball referee George 
Lennon filed a $10,000 damage suit against Fisk Universi- 
ty coach H. B. Thompson as the result of Thompson’s at- 
tack on Lennon during a Fisk-Knoxville College game at 
Knoxville on January 19. Lennon charged that Thomp- 
son attacked him after a personal foul had been called 
on a Fisk player. Although Fisk led by five points at this 
point in the final quarter, Knoxville won the game. 
Meanwhile, Fisk president Dr. Charles S. Johnson said 
that Thompson’s status remained unchanged as result of 
the suit. He said apologies had been offered and that he 
had thought the matter was closed. 





Two On A Bike: 
When New York Giant 
star Monte Irvin’s 
daughter, Patti, saw 
daddy taking a bouncy 
ride on the exercycle 
to get his ankle in 
shape for the coming 
baseball season, she 
decided it would be 
fun to beg a ride tan- 
dem style. Monte says 
ankle, broken last sea- 
son, will be okay. 
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Bears Make Anderson No. i Draft Choice 

For the second straight year, the Chicago Bears made 
a Negro player their first choice in the National Football 
League draft. The player: Billy Anderson, 24, son of 
Radio Comedian Eddie (Rochester) Anderson, former 
Compton (Calif.) Junior College star and Army All- 
American halfback. Anderson, who barely missed the 
Olympic Games squad, has run the 100-yard dash in 9.5’s. 
Meanwhile, the Cleveland Browns also claimed rights to 
him, explaining that they had signed him as a free agent 
(he left school in 1949) a week prior to the draft. But, 
NFL Commissioner Bert Bell ruled the contract invalid 
and said Anderson should go through the draft. 

Other draftees included: Jim Moore, speedy Florida 
A. & M. halfback, and Bob Evans, Penn tackle and cap- 
tain, by the Chicago Bears; Avatus Stone, Syracuse quar- 
terback, by the Chicago Cardinals; Ike Jones, handsome 
UCLA end, by the Green Bay Packers; John Henry John- 
son, Arizona fullback, No. 2 choice of the Pittsburgh 
Steelers who also picked Lowell Perry, Michizan end; and 
Ed Bell, Penn end, by the Philadelphia Eagles. 


Louisiana Eases Ring Jim Crow Law 

The Louisiana State Athletic Commission rescinded its 
rules prohibiting Negroes and whites from appearing on 
the same boxing show. But this action did not affect 
a law which prevents Negro and white boxers from fight- 
ing each other. 
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Gavilan Wins Title Go Tune-Up 

Kid Gavilan of Cuba tuned up for his February 11 
welterweight title defense against Chuck Davey at Chi- 
cago by winning an easy, 10-round decision over Vic Car- 
deil at Washington. Gavilan, five pounds above the 
welterweight limit, won all 10 rounds. 


Newcombe, Mays In Atlanta Sports Jamboree 

Pvt. Don Newcombe, Brooklyn Dodgers pitcher, and 
Pvt. Willie Mays, New York Giants outfielder, headed the 
list of celebrities scheduled to participate in the 18th an- 
nual 100 Per Cent Wrong Club’s sports jamboree at At- 
lanta, Ga., on January 30. They will attend through spe- 
cial arrangements made with Secretary of the Army 
Frank Pace. Top awaré to be made by the club, an or- 
ganization of Atlanta sportsmen, is a presentation of the 
first annual Lucius Jones Memorial cup to Sylvester 
armen Bethune-Cookman College football star. 
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») An Eye For Good Rum: Great Britain’ Ss greatest sprinter, 
E. MacDonald Bailey proves he also has an eye for good 
rum as he tests a sample for coloring and clarity at a 
London sampling room. Bailey, who is a native of Trini- 
dad, is public relations officer for United Rum Merchants 
Limited in London. 
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INSIDE SPORTS 


By A. S. “Doc”? Young 


I didn’t know, until a little while ago, that: 

—Babe Ruth used to take 85 per cent of the gate 
when he played in exhibition games against Negro 
clubs and other independents. 


—W. H. (Chief) Aiken, America’s premier Negro 
builder, was an outstanding football coach at Clark 
College before he entered business in Atlanta. 


—Wally Dukes, Seton Hall’s great and six-foot, 11- 
inch, All-American center, “hated” basketball. Any- 
way, that’s what the man said, as he went out to ring 
up 30 points. 

—Bill Willis, who was an All-American tackle at 
Ohio State, was moved to guard by Cleveland Browns 
Coach Paul Brown because he was “too small’ at 207 
to play pro tackle. 


—Negro colleges are subsidizing football in such 
high finance: Southern, $50,000 a year. 


—Jersey Joe Walcott kayoed Phil Johnson in three 
rounds in June of 1936 and kayoed his son, Harold 
Johnson of Philadelphia, in three rounds in Febru- 
ary, 1950. 


—The New York Yankees stopped Jackie Robinson 
in the World Series by pitching to him around the 
knees. 


—John Donaldson, greatest left-hander in Negro 
baseball history, struck out 27 men in a 17-inning 
game at Marshall, Minn., 40 years ago. 


—Harrison Dillard, the track star, and Monte Irvin, 
the Giants’ outfielder, both wanted to become boxers 
in their kid days—until opponents rapped them hard 
on their noggins. Then, suddenly, they wanted out! 
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|_MEDICINE | 


Nab Phony Harlem ‘Doctor’ Who Gave Free Advice | 


' 


A glib New York man who built up a thriving medical | 


practice by giving patients their first consultation at no 
cost was arrested for practicing medicine without a 
license. The phony physician, Lee G. Williams, 28, opened 
professional offices in Harlem last year. Word of his free 


services spread quickly and patients flocked in for bargain | 


medical advice. He moved to larger quarters on Harlem’s 
Sugar Hill, had them fitted with fancy diplomas and 
certificates. When the New York County Medical Society 
complained, the state attorney-general sent two women 
investigators to visit the “doctor.” He gave one of them 
an injection of penicillin, said: “This one is on the house,” 
but on subsequent visits he accepted their money without 
hesitation. 


Integrate Philadelphia Hospital Staff 

Mercy-Douglass, formerly all-Negro, became the first 
racially-integrated hospital in Philadelphia. Integra- 
tion of the staff was a part of an expansion program, 
which will also result in the erection of a new $3.5 mil- 
lion, eight-story building. 


|THE WEEK’S CENSUS | 


Died: 

Robert J. Ball, 23, first Negro graduate of Northwestern 
University’s School of Electrical Engineering; of a heart 
attack; at Miami Valley Hospital in Dayton, Ohio. Ball, 
a native of Evanston, Ill., was first Negro admitted to 
the American Institute of Electrical Engineers. At the 
time of his death he was assistant superintendent of a 
Dayton iron foundry. 


Birthdays 

Jersey Joe Walcott, former heavyweight champion of 
the world, 39 on Jan. 31... Jackie Robinson, Brooklyn 
baseball star, 34 on Jan. 31. 
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$5 Million Negro Hotel Proposed In Miami 

A proposal to build a $5 million resort hotel for Negroes 
on Virginia Key in Miami was brought up for approval be- 
fore Miami’s city commission by William H. Groner, a real- 
tor. Groner said he represented clients who were ready to 
put up a 150-room hotel which would contain a swimming 
pool, dining room, cocktail lounge, stores as well as a pri- 
vate beach if the city would agree to lease the desired 
Virginia Key frontage in Biscayne Bay. It would be ready 
for operation in the 1953-54 season, he said. The city com- 
mission neither accepted or rejected the proposal, but the 
Miami Herald, a daily newspaper, voiced an objection in 
an editorial, said it “would set a bad precedent” to turn 
over city-owned ocean frontage to a private syndicate. 


First Negro Auto Insurance Firm Formed In Chicago 

The nation’s pies 
first Negro- 
owned auto cas- 
ualty company, 
Metro-Inter In- 
surance Ex- 
change, was or- 
ganized in Chi- 
cago. Business- 
men Horace F. 
Lomax and Cor- 
neal A. Davis 
posted $100,000 Davis and Lomaz receive charter. 
with the Illinois insurance department, began issuing 
policies to motorists for body and property damage, fire, 
theft, collision and allied coverages. 


Open 200-Room Hotel In Oakland 

One of Oakland, Calif.’s largest hotels, the 200-room 
California, was opened primarily for Negro occupancy by 
the Jahn-Stuckey Hotel Corporation, operators of the 
Ebony Plaza and other smaller hotels in the Bay Area. 
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| ENTERTAINMENT 


First Negro TV Station Set For Louisville 

The nation’s first Negro-staffed television station was 
slated to begin operation in Louisville, Ky., next fall after 
the Federal Communications Commission granted per- 
mission for its construction to Robert Rounsaville, a 
white Atlanta businessman. Rounsaville, who owns Ne- 
gro radio station WLOU in Louisville, said the television 
station (WLOU-TV) would cost more than $350,000 to 
build. It will operate on ultra-high frequency, channel 
41. He said he will hire Negroes as far as possible with a 
sprinkling of white help and will use live talent from the 
Louisville area and from Negro theaters. 


Josh White, Jr., Lands Big Broadway Role 

Josh White, Jr., 11-year- 
old son of folk singer Josh 
White, will become the first 
Negro child to star on 
Broadway when the play 
Touchstone opens its New 
York run on Feb. 1, follow- 
ing a 10-day engagement 
in Philadelphia. As Jimmy 
Clay, a Negro boy who 
convinces his father and 
townspeople that a miracle 
has occurred after he sees 
an image of God in a pool 
of water, Josh, Jr., plays a 
provocative role which out- 
ranks in importance his 
two previous Broadway ap- 
pearances. He has appeared 
in The Man with Dorothy i $e 
Gish and in How Long Till Josh White, Jr. 
Summer with his famous father, who took a night off 
from his singing job at Chicago’s Black Orchid night club 
to fly to Philadelphia for the opening of Touchstone. 
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Carmen De La- 
vallade, 17, star 
of the Lester 
Horton dance 
group, was 
signed for a fea- 
turec role in the 


Fox musical 
movie, Gentle- 
men Prefer 
Blondes. She will 
be spotted in a 
big production 8 ‘ ld 
number by Jack Carmen De Lavallade and Lena Horne 
Cole, fronting stars Marilyn Monroe and Gwyneth Ver- 
don. Jane Russell and Charles Coburn are other stars 
in the vehicle, an adaptation of a Broadway play. Miss 
De Lavallade is the dancing protege of stage and screen 
star Lena Horne. 


Mattiwilda Dobbs To Sing Lead In British Festival 
Coloratura soprano Mattiwilda Dobbs of Atlanta, Ga., 
was selected to sing the lead role of Zerbinetta in the 
Strauss opera, Ariadne auf Naxos, to be featured during 
June and July at Glyndebourne, Britain’s most celebrated 
music festival. Miss Dobbs, 27, was “discovered” recent- 
ly by the Earl of Harwood, publisher of a magazine de- 
voted to opera, who described her as “the outstanding 
coloratura of her generation.” She has sung over radio 
stations in France, Holland, Luxembourg, Spain and 
Switzerland, and has won five scholarships and awards. 


Pearl Bailey Signs For MGM Movie Role 

Singer Pearl Bailey was signed for an important role 
in the MGM movie, Easy to Love, which will star Esther 
Williams, Van Johnson and Tony Martin. Pearl will play 
herself in the technicolor musical which will be produced 
by Joe Pasternak. 
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SEX APPEAL SET TO SONG MAKES | NE 











Nellie Hill is a volup- first 
tuous, cream-colored in I 
singer who is long on Nell 
looks and short on voice. the 
Yet, she sets sex appeal trai 
to music so sensational- W 
ly that when she sings, grac 
men’s hearts do flip she 
flops. “It must be my { prot 
style,” Nellie says. “I act } Mar 
like a hussy on stage... } | Sout 
sing Jezebel-like songs, Bi 
toss myself around like of A 
the number one girl on fina 
a philandering husband’s © entr 
list. I act evil, saucy, @ | le 
‘don’t carish.’ The men | Yor! 
love it. But the women | Pari 
—well, I don’t know.” — | Ne 

»Most women refuse to |= a the 
say they find Nellie ex- Nellie Hill selle 
citing. They look upon her as a man-stealing, singing | club 
Marilyn Monroe. But men—all of them—have bushels } Flan 
of praise for the pretty little singer from Richmond, Va. , Nell 
They have given her sizzling ovations at the Baby Grand | ‘le. 
in New York City, Les Ambassadeurs in Paris and at the | 5Wal 
popular Flame Show Bar in Detroit. Said one Motor | 2éss 
City critic when Nellie first appeared at the Flame in Bu 
1950: “The Flame came closest to living up to its name style 
that night. Nellie’s not a ‘nice’ singer—she’s an incendi- She 
ary one.” she ¢ 

A petite but curvaceous glamour girl whose voice has deep 
just a hint of a Southern accent in it, Nellie has been the | 
an entertainer since she was 14. It was then that Nellie | “lass 
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NELLIE HILL HIT WITH MALES 


first won public acclaim. Her father, a factory worker 
in Richmond, put her in a dance contest at the shop. 
Nellie took first prize A talent scout wanted to send 
the attractive little brunette directly to New York to be 
trained, but Nellie chose to stay home. 

When she was 18, she was named class beauty of the 
graduating class at Armstrong High School. Asked what 
she wanted to do now that she was out of school, Nellie 
promptly replied, “become a singer.” A year later, she 
married Wesley Hill, a Newark, N. J., singer with the 


' Southern Sons, and set out for New York. 


But success eluded Nellie for a while. A steady round 
of Army camps and hospitals where she gave free shows 
finally won her the attention of Jean Longman, the 
entrepreneur who was later killed in an auto crash. 

Longman placed Nellie in Kelly’s Stables, the New 
York nightery. She was such a hit that he sent her to 
Paris to appear at his co-owned Les Ambassadeurs. 

Nellie sang there for six months Upon her return to 


| the United States in 1948, she recorded the Abbey best- 


seller record, Don’t Worry Me No More. American night 
clubs began bidding for her. By 1950, she had joined the 
Flame where Johnny Ray was discovered The result: 
Nellie became a sensation. Niteries, theaters, radio and 
television stations bid for her talent. Scores of ardent 
swains, frustrated husbands and many a wealthy busi- 
hessman proposed marriage. 

But “Naughty Nellie,” with a buxom bounce to her 
style and a bewitching glint in her eyes, has other ideas. 
She divorced Hill in Detroit in 1952, and now confesses 
she carries a much-talked-about torch for Jimmy Ricks, 
deep-singing member of The Ravens. Until, and unless, 
the wedding bells peal, she will soon be singing at the 
classy Elmwood Casino in Windsor, Canada. 
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John Hawker as mail carrier and singer. 


Mail Carrier Makes Hit In Singing Debut 


John Hawker, a mail carrier, almost stole the show from 
famed Kay Thompson and the Williams Brothers in his 
debut at the Fairmount Hotel in San Francisco. A hotel 
housekeeper, who heard Hawker sing at a neighborhood 
social, recommended him to Ben Swig, head of the hotel. 
Hawker, a baritone, was put on for a two-song spot at the 
hotel employes’ Christmas party and was so successful 
Swig immediately signed him for a two-week engagement 
in the Fairmount’s Venetian Room. Currently, he is re- 
porting to his post office job at 6 a.m. mornings and filling 
the engagement by night. Said one critic, “John is one of 
Uncle Sam’s mail carriers, but he’ll be lugging money bags 
before long. He is merely sensational.” 

Scat Man Crothers Gets Musical Movie Role 

“Scat Man” Crothers was signed for a feature role in 
the Universal-International technicolor musical, Walkin’ 
My Baby Back Home, which stars Donald O’Connor and 
Janet Leigh. Crothers will be cast as a pianist in an 
orchestra directed by O’Connor. 
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A The romance between 
wealthy John Ryan and 
singer Eartha Kitt appar- 


ently is over. He left for 
Italy where he will act as 


' John Huston’s production 


assistant in a new movie 
venture. 


‘| A When Sugar Ray Rob- 
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inson appears with Louis 
Armstrong at the Chicago 
Theater, he will add an- 
other chore to his act. He 
will introduce and play a 
drum concerto that was 
written by Cozy Cole, 
drummerman with Satch- 
mo’s ork. 

A An oil portrait of Fisk 
University president Dr. 
Charles Johnson is being 
added to the Harmon Foun- 
dation’s collection of dis- 
tinguished Negroes. 


A Top golfer is Carver 
Savings Bank executive Bill 
Hudgins, who got himself 
a hole-in-one, a feat that 
golfers dream about. He 
had the ball and the club 
he used mounted as a desk 
piece. 











A As soon as he recovers 
from an illness, Arthur 
Prettyman, White House 
valet, may join ex-Presi- 
dent Truman in Missouri 
as the latter has offered 
him a fancy fee to be his 
man Friday. 

A Most of the musical ma- 
terial written for movie 
actor George Raft’s night 
club act was done by band- 
leader Benny Carter, who 
was a playmate of Raft’s in 
New York when they both 
were kids. 

A When Elijah Crump was 
defeated for reelection as 
a state assemblyman, he 
disbanded his Fair Deal 
Democratic Clubhouse and 
turned it into a laundro- 
mat. He named it the Clean 
Deal Washery. 


A When Satchel Paige and 
Bob Feller retire from base- 
ball, they will open a na- 
tion-wide chain of schools 
for young pitchers. Spon- 
sor for their idea is one of 
the country’s top sporting 
goods manufacturers. 
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Millie Bruce 


Mrs. Ivory Joe Hunter 
A Millie Bruce hit town 
from Los Angeles with five 
trunkfuls of gowns that 


made gals turn green with 
envy Rochester’s sister-in- 
law, she is also on the 
Amos ’N Andy TV show as | 
Andy’s girl friend. | 


A Oldtime vaudeville and 
movie star Nina Mae Mc- } 
Kinney is spending $1,000 
for sexy gowns she will 
wear when she _ launches 
her comeback at Small’s 
Paradise as the star of 
Manhattan Paul’s revue. 


A The James Smiths have 
taken their case to the di- 
vorce courts. He is better 
known as Okey Dokey, the 
New Orleans platter-spin- | 
ner. 
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’ Nina Mae McKinney 
A The Ivory Joe Hunters 


have given up on any 
chance for a reconciliation 
and will tell it to the judge. 
His next mate will be a 
wealthy socialite in Mon- 
roe, La. 


A Willie Mabon, of I Don’t 
Know jukebox fame, will 
have musical competition 
in his family. His wife, 
Beatrice, will try out her 
singing voice on wax. Her 
first will be a tune called 
Why I Didn’t Know. 


A In honor of Lloyd Price, 
a local boy who acquired 
jukebox fame with his 
Lawdy Miss Clawdy record, 
the Mayor of New Orleans 
is renaming a street there 
Clawdy Square. 





Lynn Hope 

A Since he embraced the 
Moslem religion, bandlead- 
er Lynn Hope gives public 
lectures on it. His cult 
name is Hajj Abdullah 
Rasheed Ahmed, which he 
got court permission to use 
in signing contracts. 


A Carmen Murphy, who 
owns a swank beauty salon 
in Detroit, invades the big 
city with cosmetic shop 
featuring her own brands. 


A Federal narcotic agents 
are watching a sax-playing 
orkleader and his entire 
small band. They know he 
pays off the crew in half 
their salary and the rest in 
dope which they all use. 
His initials are GA. 
—Ma4AJsor ROBINSON 
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Come Back, 
Little Sheba 


Certain to be one 
of the outstanding 
motion pictures of 
1953 is Para- 
mount’s psycholog- 
ical drama, Come 
Back, Little Sheba. 
It stars Burt Lan- 
caster as a frus- 
trated, middle- 
aged alcoholic who 
was forced—20 
years ago—to mar- 
ry his college 
sweetheart (Shir- 
ley Booth), when 
she became pregnant. When she loses the baby she be- 
comes a dowdy, day-dreaming wife, and Lancaster, a 
bitter drunken husband because he was forced to drop 
his medical career. Bringing unsuspected talent to his 
role, Lancaster is a far cry from his usual swashbuckling 
self. The unconventional theme, though handled with 
great finesse, is not recommended for children. 


mw GF SC oO oo { f mf 


Shirley Booth and Burt Lancaster 


Week’s Radio-TY Preview 

Johnny Bratton vs. Johnny Saxton in a 10-round welter- 
weight boxing maich (Friday, Jan. 30, at 10 p.m. EST) on 
NBC radio and television. 

Joyce Bryant on This Is Show Business (Saturday, Jan. 31, 
at 9 p.m. EST) on CBS television. 

Ralph Ellison, Negro author of Invisible Man, on Time 
Capsule (Sunday, Feb. 1, at 7:30 p.m. EST) on ABC radio. 
Nat (King) Cole on the Jo Stafford Show (Monday and 
Wednesday, Feb. 2 and 4, at 7:30 p.m. EST) on CBS radio. 
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Latest population reports show that women 
outnumber men. Some people are advocat- 
ing a program of “sharing husbands.” Don’t 
miss this provocative article that will set 
many tongues to wagging! 


ONLY 25c 


NOW ON SALE 


AT YOUR 
FAVORITE NEWSSTAND 


1820 SOUTH MICHIGAN AVENUE + CHICAGO 16, ILLINOIS 


FAN DANCER 


One of the few Negro fan dancers in the US. is shapely 
Jean Idelle, now touring the nation’s burlesque theaters? 
in a daring act featuring two big ostrich feather fanss 
(See “Entertainment.”) 





